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. was tried! in the Court of King Bench 
| at Guildhall, by a Special Jury, » Satur- 
day the Eleventh Day of June, 17 57. 


When One Thouſand Pounds Damages were 
| 5 given to the Plaintiff. 
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AT RY __ 1 Ages | 


THE 


PREFACE. 


PEY E have an Account of ſeveral 
7 , ear gn , lte- 
reſſes, both in ſacred and profane 
\ Hiftory ; it 5 not my 2 _ 
Wer to particularize then, 
only I — obſerve, that all civilized Na- 
tons have made very ſevere Laws againſt the 
heinous Crime of Adultery, with two princt- 
pal Views : the firſt, to deter Men and Mo- 
men from the Commiſſion of this very evil and 
pernicious Crime; and ſecondly, to puniſh ſuch 
who ſhould be found * of it. 


"THAT this Offence never went unpuniſhed, 
even in this Life, we learn from ſeveral In- 


Aances in Holy Writ, as in the Caſe of David 
A 2 and 


(ir) 

and Uriah. David it ſeems was walking up- 
on the Roof of his Palace, (for all the Je w 
Houſes were flat roofed) and from the Roof he 
Jaw Bathſheba bathing herſelf in her own 
Garden, - which adjoined to David's Garden. 
Bathſheba was very beautiful to look upon, 
and the King ſeeing ber naked, diſcovered all 
her Charms, and was ſo raviſhed therewith, 
| that he immediately ſent two Meſſengers, (even 
1 whilſt ſhe was in the Bath) to ber, to bring 
1 her unto him. The Lady being acquainted 
| with the Meſſage, from the King by ber Maids, 

De left the Bath; dreſſed herſelf, went with 
4 the Meſſengers, and laid with King David. 
After which ſhe returned to her own Houſe, 


and in proper Time perceived herſelf with 
F Child. No one knew that David and Uriah 
| were. guilty of Adultery beſides himſelf and 
. Bathſheba, as Expoſitors think, ſave the Al- 
. mighty ;-for David was ſo abſolute a Monarch, 
that. if it had been publickly known, the Civil 
Law could not have laid hold of him, yet we 
find, be did not go unpuniſhed ; and the Al- 
_ mighty in this Caſe therefore ' puniſhed the 
Royal Adulterer himſelf. Hear the dreadful 
Sentence which the Lord Jehovah: paſſes on 
King David, for. the: Adultery he had com- 
mitted with Bathſheba, the Wife of Uriah the 
Hittite: Becauſe thou haſt deſpiſed me, 
that is, the Law I had given unto thee 
from Mount Sinai, viz. Thou ſhalt not 
n | commit 


(v7) 
© commit Adultery,) and has taken the Wife 

of 'Ur1ah.the Hittite to be thy Wife; be- 
hold I will raiſe up Evil againſt thee out of 
* thine own Houſe.” All which came to 


paſs, as the Reader will find in peruſing * 
Lied Dad 2 Sam. xi, &c, 


ADULTERY, T) hroperly the Sin of Incon- 
tinence between tuo married Perſons; yet, 
F one be married it is Adultery, which was | 
ſeverely puniſhed by the ancient Laws of this 
Land. King Edmund, à Saxon, *© puniſhed 
* Adultery with Death in the ſame Manner 
as Homicide or Murder.” And Canute the 
Dane, ordered, © the Man taken in Adultery 
© to be. baniſhed, and the Woman ſo taken, 
© to have her Noſe or Ears ſlit, or cut off.” 
Coke in bis Inſtitutes, relates a notable Caſe, 
concerning the ' Adultery of Margaret, tbe 
Wife of John de Camou, who with her Huſ- 
band's Conſent, lived in Adultery with Sir 
William Panell, yer ſbe ht ber Dower. 


| In the old Record; we read of a remarka- 

ble Adultery, which came on before a Fury of 

twelve Men. Robert Pincern brought his 

Action againſt William Wake, for com- 

* mitting Adultery with his Wife, in his, the 

© Plaintiff's own Houſe. Pincern being; 5 
© lous of Mate forbad him his Houſe, 


* Wake paid no Regard to this Probibition, 
6 © but 


} 


(vi) 


e but afier och Prohibition entered the Houſe 
< of the faid Pincern, laid with his Wife, 
was ſeen in Bed with her, and takeri (fays 
my Author) in the very Ad of Copulation; 
* or, a he ſays afterwards, in the moſt joy- 

© ous. Act. The Jury adjudged, that he 
* ſhould not only be caſtrated, but that his 
«Privy Member ſhould be cut off, if the 
| © Plaintiff inſiſted on it; or, that He, Wake, 
| 5 the Defendant, ſhould make Pincorr Sa- 

tis faction out of his Goods and Chattels, ſo 
* muck as he, the Plaintiff, ſhould by to 
* ns Damages. 


U, . hich we 1 y 22 


F Ir, That-the ancient Saxon Bs ** | 
1 Adultery was Death. And this we 
1 may cull the fir Puniſbmeni wake > exo in 
England again Adultery; for undoabtedly 
Adultery as puniſhed with Death all the 
Time this Iſland was in the Hands of tbe Ro- 
mans; becauſe we learn from their Hiſtori- 
ans, that this great People puniſhed this Crime 
with: mediate Death, Indeed, to their Ho- 
n0u?r' de are told; that for upwards of Five 
Hunurrd Years: before the Birth of Chriſt, a- . 
mong theſe happy Romans, not one married 
Hair was found guilty of tbe Sin of Adultery, 
they lived ſo perfettly chaſte, had fo much Re- 
e totbeir Honour, ang were ſo. devoted * 
the 


by * 


(wm) 


be Matrimonial Tie, But theſe great and 
brave People, then Heathens and Gentiles, 
were jo. ; enearted, a few Centuries after, 
_ that we fond in the Reign of Theodoſius, the 
beautiful Virgin Palcheria, (when then ruled 
the whale Roman * under her Brother) 
telling ber Brather, the Emperar, that ſbe had 
Cau 2 the Records of the Empire ta be ſearched, 
ang that upwards of Three Thouſond Women, 
had, in a few Years paſt, been put to Death 
for Adultery. Aud this was the jewiſh Lew, 
at the Time of Chriſt's Miniſtry, as appears 
From that Story in St. John, of the Jews 
bringing to our Saviour a Women taken in 
Adultery, and demanding of him, that the 
Womgn ſo taken, ſhould be put to Death, ac- 
cording to. the Law of Moſes, by being ſtoned. i 


SECONDLY, In the Reign of Canute he 
Dave, in the Tear 1016, this ancient Law. 
of puniſhing Adultery, with Death was firſt, 
aboliſhed, and the following milder P uniſh-. 

ments ſubſtituted in its Room, viz. The Man 
taken in Adultery was ordered to be baniſhed, 
and the Woman fo taken was to have ber Noſe 


— 


and Ears Ait, or cut off. : I 


TrrgDLY, Some Years after this, the 
Puniſhment of Baniſhment, on the Part of 
tbe Man guilty of Adultery was changed into 


Caſtration, or, that the Offender was to make 
| Jo the 


B 


(vüi 4 viii 1) 
, the Perſon. i ured Satistattion, and” then i it 
became a'Cuſtom, that the' Woman was to re- 


ceive no corporal or er Puniſhment 
at all. | 


"Pry; is now "the State of the Caſs and 
bas been ſo for ſome Hundred Years paſt, (ex- 
cept during the Protectorate of Oliver Crom- 
well, when this beinous Crime was, accord- 
ing to tbe ancient and divine Law, puniſbed 
with Death). the Man is to make the Huſ- 
band Satisfattion done bim by committing A- 
_ dultery with his Wife, and the Woman may 
be divorced; but cannot other Ways be either 
puniſhed or impriſoned. ' But, if the Woman 
be divorced, the Husband - muſt allow ber a 
Maintenance equal to his Circumſtances... 


Ir 7s  boped the following Proceedings wifl 
have the defired Effect, viz. To deter all-Per-- 
ons from the Commiſion of the abominable and 

. Crime E Adultery.” | 
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Nc EFORE the Rig br 3 
ble the Lord MANSFIELD, 
Lord Chief Juſtice of His Ma je- 
, s Court of King's Bench: Op 


in the Guildbel, of, the S & London. 1 70 

(The: Court. was opened, ES 2 Quarter, of 
| an Hour before! Six of the a in ag, Euer 
. 8, by uſual Eroclgmanens 


£ a 4 . - 


Soon after, a Special Jy of Merchants were ; 
imparnelied, to tty an Action braug ht by Ad- 


miral Knowles, againſt Captain Gambier, for 
1 Canverſation”, * his Wife. 
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Sæturdax, the Eleventh of June, , 
1757, in the King's Bench Court 


The 
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Tube Jury being fern and ſcared, which took 
up fome Time, the Court being ſo exceedingly 
_ Erowded, before the Jurors ſworn could get into 
the Jury-Box, the Council for the Plaintiff pro- 
ceeded to open the Cauſe of Action. 20 


. * Council for the Plaintiff." May it pleaſe yeu, 
my Lord, and Gentlemen of the jury, I am of 
Council for the Plaintiff, and this Action is 
brought by the much injured Party, Admiral 
Knowles, againſt Captain Cambier, Captain of 
His Majeſty's Ship the Severn, for Criminal 
Converſation with the Admiral's Lady. The 
Admiral lays to his Damages the Sum of Ten 
Thouſand Pounds. We ſhall call our Witneſ- 
ies, on the Part-of the Plaintiff, and ptove the 
: Fact committed by the Defendant to your Sa- 
F  tisfa&tion, and then, Gentlemen, you will give 
us ſuch Damages, as you ſhall think the Na- 
| 5 ture of the Caſe and the Heinoufneſs of the 
* Crime deſerves, which cannot be leſs, in my 
2 mble Opinion, than what the Plaintiff bas 
> laid in the Declaration {| 4 


Second Council for the Plaintiff. Gentlemen 
of 2 I am likewiſe. Council in this 
Cauſe for the Plaintiff. This is an Action 
brought by Admiral Knowles, againſt the De- 
5 Gambiet, who has pleaded, 
_ Not Guilty, for . Criminal Converſation - and 
* _ - Correſpondence with the Plaintiff's Wife. It 
is an Offence the Defendant Gambier has been 
guilty of, of the higheſt Nature in icſelf, and 
the moſt deſtructive of that Peace and Happi- 


£ 
* 138 


Foe 


dez, that Love and Aﬀe&tion which ought, 


64 8 5 


this Sort has always been looked on as an ».4 
reparable Loſs 'where-ever and when-ever ic 
bappened.” [Adultery in moſt. of The; civili 
Nations of: Antiquity, was -puniſhed. wit 
Death, and we all, know this, pot. 71A 
Lawgiver of the Hebrews, - b 2 
and Appointmennt of Go Himel 4 


written in the Ola Teftament Records, 3 » 5 


the Perſon taken in Adultery, in the adulce- 
rous Act, to be ſtoned to Death. At preſent, 
and in England particularly, the Laws are are not 
ſo ſeyere, Divorce, and pecuniary. Puniſhmengs 
are the only Penalties we are ſubzett to. This 
Scene of Adultery now before you is one of the 
moſt atracigus and wicked as ever was tried in 
this or any other Court, or pethaps in this or 
any other Nation, if conſideted in 910 its Gr 
cumſtances ; and which as, near as poſſible 
the Nature of the Things will admit, we ſh ble, and, now 
lay before you. - And, if my Instructions be 
ttue, as 1 have no Reaſon, to doubt they are, 
we ſhall ſhew you how, and in what Manne 
the Defendant Ca ptain Gambier. e 
ſeduced from her All iance and Affection te 
ber Husband, the Wise of che 1 1 
ſeems, che Plaintiff, 
ſent orer by His Majeſty, as. Go 
Ifland of Jamaica: this brought Mrs. e 5 
thither. This happened in the Year 1 
And here the Admiral yy his La — lee 


happy in the 1 20 — ys: tt 99 750 


Men and their Wir — 
Plaintiff had by Mrs. n 5s Chi en, 
hat ap. 


during his! Government and for-gygat 
B 2 "Or 


bete Mn dee ken hs te ON 
Mould attend the married State. An Injury g 


apy Know! ge; oh ad 8 


q * 4 \ A Shan, * v _— ' Lia s J . ky 
k o . F , = 
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n - wy 8 
Sears tb che 10 ere remaibed 
ppy to this Fs Who not been for the 
Wie ed Inſſbuat ions and adutrerous Contrivan- 
of Mr. Gambier,” the Defendant in this 
. - Caufe!'*It*ſcems; that chis wicked Commerce 
A | between the Nefeudant and the Plaintiff's Wiſe 
| an, as we Mall prove by undeniable Evie 
| oy on he tweuty<third of Hpril, in the 
A . 1756. in the Affand of Jamaica, in Go- 
. e own Houſe. + ot it be- 
** n. It Teems; the Admiral put at Con- 
| = ener in the Defendanr, and F e an 
bs be 'of hig Int rity and Friendſhip, that 
| / recalled”: m ' his Goverument) and 
a to return xo England; he put 
his Wife and Family aboatd che Befendant 
| 7s Qatttirr's Ship, in otder ſor their fafe Re- 
x pore Tenn. Tbe Admiral 2 — 
1 or return to. E 2 his 22 | 
_—_— "bat Was obliged to-ſtay;-mn- 
1 ca, fame Sip, me very Ne e B 
Ih whith reg del Hils Preſence — Api 
3 rendatice 2 Montt df two longer. We ſhall 
1 | = Wb, Gentlemen, in har Mäander this 
tfinihat Corteſporidento' berwecn' the Befen- 
| * and Mick, Keep, un on Shore, in 


e Govethor' hu Hd, ee 
Sbferved, was rte on- uad dailpiipr 
rr 'the Defendac's o Ship, di wr 


. white V oyage rom Jamaica to the 
a 0 Fil we have conducted them: to 
o E 


all Re your how this Wicked 
55 f. 8. wa Cri on from 


6 Day to % Lodging? was taken for Mis. 
==: Pe Neg” Fob Mr. Kos Maid Sorviur, ac 
3 rag the" DiveRtions' ob rs Delendanr, | 
3 TOO 1 | where 
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at ſeuetal Times, Hours together, and was in. 
mort ſaen in Bed with her. 5 We ſhall like 
wiſe ſhe w you, that Mrs. Knowles did often 


him; and ſtay in his Company alone wich him, 


many Hours, together, and that frequently. 


Now, Gentlemen, this is the Nature ot our 
Evidence; to corroborate which we ſhall pro- 
duce to you, and lay before. you for your ſeri- 
ous Petuſal and Conſideration divers, Letters, . 


written by the Defendant. to the Plaintiff's 
Wife which acknowledge the Fact, and prove 


the Crim nal Correſpondence., which has been 


carried on between them: And if, as I am 
ſure we ſhall, we can prove them to be the 
Defendant. Gambier s own Hand-writing, we 
ſhall ſet this Matter, I mean the Criminal, 
Converſa tion between theſe two Parties, out 
of: Diſpute. So ſar, out of Diſpute, that 


wonder What Sort of Defence, the Gentlemen 
an the other Side of the Queſtion intend to ſet 


up; but as near as I can conjectute, they 
have pleaded Not Guilty to bring, this Cauie 
before yon, to ioduce you to give ſmall Da- 
mages, and to aſcertain them. But this, I am 
ſurd, when chis atrocious Affair ſnhall come . our; 


before you; attended with all its Circumſtan- 


ces, and conſidefed as to its unhappy, Conſe- 
quences, you. will be of Opinion, that the Da- 


mages the Plaintiff has; laid, in his; Declaration; 


ate but juſt, and reaſonable,, The, Detendane, 


G#ibrer, it does appear through che Mhele 
Courſe of this Proceeding, has, acting below a 


Man of Honour, \bctrayed. that, Configence,, 


13 Friendſhip 


Where ho, {r&quently Mßted Mrs, Knowles, di.: 
ned X and ſupped with her, was alone with her 


* 


* 


— 


I 


13 Friendiflip and Truſt enten "the piu 4. 
22 mira ler had put in him corrupti 
4 and ſeducivg his Wite: In 14 Defendant s 
FA Letters, which will be laid before you, there 
4e many Things very ſurpriſing and roman- 
tick: He tells Mrs. Knowles, that he looks 
on the twenty-thitd ot April, the Day they 
3 firſt began their Criminal Correſpondence in 
a the Governor's own Houſe, at King fon in Fa- 
maica, as the happieſt Day he ever enjoyed, 
he remembers, he ſays, and commemorates it 
too as their Wedding-Day- in the Sight of 
: God : Says, for you muſt know, by the way, 
"4 Mr. Gambier is a married Man, and has two 
or three Children, that he ſhall never love 
Mrs. G. (ſo it is written G not Gambier at 
length in the Letter) meaning his Wiſe, nor 
her Children any more, or not ſo dearly as her, 


3 meaning Mrs. Knowles, and her Children, if 
__ © _Go6p' ſhould” bleſs them with a Token of 
tteir Love. And, that be ſhould love her for 


ever, and if he ſhould have any Token of their 
: mutual Love and Tenderneſs, as he hoped and 
woas almoſt ſure he ſhould, he would take Care 

of it, and nouriſh it before all the World be- 

ſides himfelf and the happy Mother; that is, 

that he would take Care of it, and provide for 

Eo it, next to himſelf and the Mother, of all Be- 
= ings and Things in the whole World: In ano- 
ther of theſe Letters, he writes thus; Keep 
me, Madam, no longer in Suſpence, you can, 

if you will, inform me, that our mutual Love 

is crowned with Succeſs, —crowned with ſome 
Token of our tender and ſincere Love. This 
laſt Expreſſion the enamoured Captain Gambier 
repeats ſeyeral Times. Again, he lays, 2 

* ON ra | : _ thee 


( 
* K 


' SE) 1 A 
theſe Letters, that he; rhe Defendant, continual». 
ly made Mention of her Name in his Prayers, 
every Night and Morning, to Almighty Go p, 
wWiſhiog heartily and ardently, that the Time 
may ſhortly and ſwiftly come, wherein they 
may be happy, without any Uneaſineſs and In- 
terruption, in the Enjoyment of one another, 
which; would make them ample Amends for all 
the Hardſhips and Diſappointments they had 
met with; for I lõok upon you, Madam, as 
my lawful and beloved Wife. 1 ſhall conclude 
my Obſervations on theſe Letters with noting 
one other Circumſtance, and that is, that the 
Defendant in one of them ſpeaks of the Bliſs 
and Happineſs they had often enjoyed in the 
State-Cabbin, meaning Mrs. Know/es's Bed- 
Chamber aboard his own; Ship, in which he 
brought the Plaintiff's Wife from the Weſt In- 
dies to London. Thus, Gentlemen, have I 
ven you a brief Account of this iniquizous 
Tranſaction, which will ſhortly come out in its 
full Length and proper Colours from the Mouths 
and Teſtimonies of our Witneſſes. Now, Gen- 
tlemen, in Caſes of this Nature, there lies for 
our Conſideration, theſe ſeveral Particulars : 
Firſ, Whether the Plaintiff Admiral Knowles 
was married to the Party with whom the De- 
fendant has been thus criminally converſant, as 
Jam inſtructed to ſay; for if we on the Part 
of the Plaintiff ſhall not be able to prove their 
Marriage, that is, the Marriage of Admiral 
"Knowles to his Wife, this Action brought by 
the Plaintiff in the preſent Cauſe, will fall to 
the Ground; for if the criminal Party Mrs. 
Knowles be not married, Captain Gambier, 
with her Conſent, will have as much Right to 
n ene neee 


= * * 
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_ For its 


ven large Damages; and 
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lie wich her as - Admital-Knowles; whetefore, 
ver ſhall prove to your Satisfaction by Evidences, 
and hondurable Evidences too; that Mrs. 
Kuotoles was matried to Admiral Kuowles at 
Hin la Chapelle.“ And here it will turn out, 
thar the: Admiral, being at Ai la Chapelle in 
Germany,” tell in Love with Mrs. Knowles, who 
was the Daughter ot an honourable and teputa- 
ble Family in that City, and there married her. 
This being done, and which, I am ſure, we 
ſhall do to your entire Satisfaction, the Second 
Thing which demands your Attention, is, the 
Proof of the Fact, that is, the Circumſtances 
and Probabilities that the Defendant Gambier 
has been guilty of a Criminal Converſation! and 
Correſpondence with the | Plaintiff Knowles's 
Wife. This being proved to your Satisfaction, 
the third and laſt Conſideration which lies be- 
fore you, is, what Damages the Plaintiff Has 
ſuſtained from the Betenftant by the Corrup- 
tion, re- and Adultery of his Wite. 
In Caſes of this Nature, 7 have always gi- 
do not doubt, Gen- 
8 7% 25.3 17 fenen, 


l 7227 1 1 eee 
A great and ſtrong City of Germany, in the Ciicle of 
Weſtphalia, and Dutchy of Juliert, an Imperial free City, 
and the Bury ing-Place of Charles the Great. It is famous 
on many Accounts; for its ſalutary and ſalubrious Waters; 
bo ulouſnefs and Riches ; for the Retirement of Dr. 
Francis Atterbury, late Biſtiop' of RNachiſter, aud Dean of 
the Collegiate Church of St. Peter, in the City of Heft- 


wminſter, after his Attainder and Baniſhment from Eaglaad, 


where his Lordſhip lived ſeveral Years and died in the 


| "Proteſtant Faith; and laſtly, for the late Treaty of Peace 


concluded between Elend and France, at Congreſs held 
in this City, in the Year 1748.7: It is ſituated in a low 
Place, and / all incircled with Hills. It is alſo well re- 


ſorted do by the Beau Monde of all the Nations in Fa- 


rope. 


ä 4 CN „5 
+ | 1 119 1 
tlemen, when you have heatd both sides of a EY 
Cauſe, but you 2 be able to give a 8 
Judgment, Pry ſufficient Damages tor the 1 in. W 

ry Plaintiff, aud fo Papi the Defendant. as 

may deter all Perſons, for the future, from be- 

ing guilty of ſuch atrocious Crimes; a Crime, 9 
which in itſelt is the moſt deſtruQtive of the - 
Peace of Society, and of that Tranquility, and | a 
Happineſs | which ought ro. ſublift in every. Fa- 

mily. We will now call our Witneſſes, and 


lay before you theſe Facts; and we do not doubt, ; 
Bur 55 will find a Yeag tor the Plaintiff. | 


by a Call YE Williams, "Y - 
| G. will, my 2 with your Lordſhip's 5 8 54 
Leave, arſt prove the Marriage of Mrs. Know/es 
with Admiral Knowles at Au Ja n 
oP! Lear 1750. 5 
Lady Williams ſworn. 
2. I think, 9 9 you was at Aix Ia 
Chapelle in the Year 1759. Do you know any 
nyt of the Marriage of Admiral Knowles 
with his preſent Wife? Was you preſent at the 
Marriage? And what do you know of it? 
Pleaſe to give the Court and the Jury an Ac- 
2 of what you know relative to this Af- 
alr. | 
Lady Williams. I was at Aix 1a Chapelle in 
the Year 1750 :. I went thither to drink the 
Waters for the Sake of my Health; I knew 
the. Gentlewoman before the Admiral married 
her ſome Time; ſhe was a modeſt, agreeable, 
courteous, well behaved, ſyber you n 
and the Daughter of very reputable Parents in 92 
that City. The Admiral coming here, 'andd _ Cs 
lodging i in the Hottel, kept by her Parents, or = 
| C 3 | 


97 
4 


1 


fide vented the fame, fell in Lote with her. 1 
Hive been often at her Patent's Houſe, and be- 
ing well acquainted with both rhe Parties, with 
the Admiral and the Bride, I was invited to the 
Wedding: and I was t at her Mar- 
riage with the Admiral. I ſaw them married, 
and the Ceremony was performed in a Parlour, 
or Dining-Room, in her Father's Houſe; there 
were ſeveral other Perſons preſent” belides mw 


lf. 
- * Croſs-Examitied. © | 
. You ſay, am, you was preſent t the 
Mattiage of 13 Knowles with his Wife. 
50. % where was the Ceremony ende and 
Whom? 

5140 y Williams. It was performed i in a private 
Room in the Houſe of her Parents, and by a 
Prieſt, who was dreſſed in a ſecular Habit, 
our Clergymen here in England. _ 
N 2, as the Ceremony performed with a 

ing? | 

| 140 Williams. I did not obſerve that. 

9. Did ou underſtand 'what 'was ſaid, be- 
ans the Ceremony wie not performed either 
in French or in Engl 

Lady Milliams. o, 1 did not 3. becauſe it 
was performed in Latin, and I do not under- 
ſtand Latin; but yet I could peteeive they were 
married, and this I know they lived wi 
as Man and Wife all the while they and | 
at Aix la Chapelle, © which was ſome Time. | 

And every one looked on them as Man and Wife, 

and treated them with the Civilities orien on 

ſuch Occaſions, eee | 


* . . 1411 4 « * * 


\ 


H. What: 


59 5 1 13 ) | 
What ie che Maiden Name of Admiral 
Knowles's ,Wite, and of what Age was ſhe 
2 S.-o17 
Lady Williams. Her Maiden Name was 
Plaſtee, and ſhe was about eighteen Years of 
Age when ſhe was married to the Plaintiff Ad- 


| 5 N 4 f iin 5 7 
, Your, Ladyſbip means nearer Foutteen 


Years of Age than/Eighteen. 
Lady Williams. 1 am . mightily miſtaken, if 
Miſs Plufhee was not full Eighteen Years of Age, 


at the Time of her Marriage to the Admiral, 
and ſhe was always reputed a young Woman of 


a ſober Life and Conyerſation, which I believe 

was the chief Inducement to the Admiraly to 

 . Council for the Plain - Defire Lady Willi- 

ams not to go away; ſhe may be wanted again 

in the Courſe of this Trial. © 
Lady Williams. I will ſtay, my Lord. 


©; Who, and what are ou??? 
- Wright, I was Footman to Admiral Knowles, 


1750. en 
4 „Give the Court and the Jury an Account 
of what you know concerning the Marriage of 
your Maſter Admiral Knowles, with your Miſ- 
treſs, the Lady Knowles ? de di . e 


Mrigbt. I can ſpeak only to the ſecond Mar- 


riage-; I was not preſent at the firſt Marriage. 


The ſecond Marriage the / 
theran 1 about ſeven Miles from Aix Ja 


Chapelle. As I underſtand the Language a 


C3 n little, 


* 
T. 


when he was at Aix Ja Chapelle, in the Lear 


was performed at the Lu- 


* 
* 


«# „9 


F 

little, 1 uaderkkvsd the Ceremony of the Mar- 
riage well enough. And this, was done at the 
Hroteſfant Church, becauſe my Mittreſs's Pa- 
rents were in {ome Doubt whether the firſt Mar- 
riage would ſtand good here in Ehg/and. - How- 
ever, they were both married in the Proteſtant 
Way by a Prieſt dreſſed as the Miniſters are hete 
in gland, and all the while 1 was in the Ser- 
vice of the Admiral and my inte they both 
lived as Man, and Wie... == 

iid 


| "Croſs Baume. | 07 r 

8 Was 105 in the Lutheran Chapel all the 
while the Cetemony of the Ae of your 
Maſter and Miſtreis was ne K en 
you are upon your Oath. 
Wright. Iles, I was preſent all the while ; 3 
| 1 had often ſeen my Miſtreſs before ſhe was mar- 
ried ; and the Ceremony, of Marriage does not 
greatly differ from that performed in England, 
only that the Prieſt is dreſſed in a black Gown 
inſtead ot a Surplice. ITS ES 

Q. But here, you ſay, you knew this Miſs 
e before your Maſter the Admiral married 
her.” My Iliſtruct ions ay ON that ſhe Vas the 
Davghter'of a Perſon who keeps a Cook's: e 
or Ordinary, in Aix la Chapelle. 

' Wrigtt. She was he Daughter of Monſieur 
Plukes, who. kept a Houſe tor the Accommo- 
dation of the Nobility and Gentry. © No. BG“, ] 
but. Noblemen, and Gentlemen reſort thither, 
and ber Parents keep their Coach and two 
Footmen. I cannot fay, but theſe Servants: 
do odd Jobbs, and wait at Ti imes on Compa-. 
nies, and the Coach may ſometimés be let out. 
But this Lam " Ee they keep be of the — 


* 5 * 
» 4 — — —ů — —— — wo, . 
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if hot the beſt Houle of Entertainment iſe 
City, or its Neighbourhood. NDO | 
4 
"Court. All this is nothing aka Purpoſe; 
the Marriage ſeems to be Hera 10 4/* 5 
NN 
| Conmcil for the Plaintiff. With nou yr 
ſhip? s Leave, we will ask a third Witneſs one 
or 40 Queſtions, relative to the Marriage of 
Admiral Knowles and Mrs. Knowles. Which 
being to the very Effect of the laſt n we 
need not here n | 2 
105 for Plaintiff. Thus, Gontleiden of the 
, we have fully eſtabliſhed the firſt Point 
Ns have undertaken; and which, I hope, has 
been done to your Satisfaction, viz. the Mar- 
riage of Miſs Pluſbee to Admiral Knowles. —— 
We will-now- proceed, to ſhew yon, in what 
Manner the D Captain Gambier cor- 
rupted the Wife of Admiral "Knowles, debau- 
ched her Principles, and for upwards of a Year 
criminally converſed with her. We ſhall lay 
before you our Evidence to prove the Defen- 
dant guilty; the Nature of which is of two 
Sorts, viz. living” Evidence, and written Evi- 
dence. And the;one will frevgthen ny Cor= 
roborate the other. 7 7 


\ | 
F lizabeth Bentley called and „ 1 1 


2 Madam, when did you , come into the 
Service of Admital Knowles's Lady? 

Elizabeth Bentley. Some Time in March, ot 
ths Beginning of April, in the Year 1756. 


O. Give 


„5 


were diſpoſſeſſed by the eg! , who now enjoy it, _ 


3 146 ) 


2 Give. dhe Court ag tl Juty un Ac- 
count how you came to 2 to Famaiea®, and 
how you came into Mrs. Knowles's Setvice. 


Bentley. 1 went over in the Service of a Gen- 
tle woman; and when I had been there in the - 
Iſland of Jamaica 2 little while, I was recom- 
mended to, arid taken n dervice of yrs. 
0. How'1 g had you been there beſorn, 

you. © ou 
obſerved Eepenln Caddie: to come to the 
vornor's, that is, your [Maſter's Houſe ? And 
tell us, when you firſt obſerved; any indecent 
Behaviour to paſs berween * Cater, 
and your Miſtreſs? - 

Bentley: Captain Gurbicr uſed to come * 
to dur Houſe ; he uſed often to dine and ſup 
with my Maſier and Miſtreſs. They were vety 
intimate, and thete ſeemed to be a 0 Har- 
. and betend — ns I believe 


- A jen Sad in e fir diſcoverdd, by 
| * a Portugueſe, ſituated within the Tropicks, One 
dred and Forty Leagues North of che main Seen © 
America, F ien South from Cuba, Twenty Weſt Tha 
Hiſpamola, and One Hundred and Forty from Car 
Nou. It is of an oval Form, One Hundred and Seventy 
Miles long, Seventy Miles broad, and contains Four ox 
Five, Millions, of Acres, divided in the Middle by 
Chain of Mountains,” che whole Length from bs 
Weſt. It is an admirable good Soil. Its Towns are; 
Port Royal, St. Jago, and Sevilla, built by the Spaniards. 
It was ſubject to the King of * will: 1655, when they 


have rendered it one of the, moſt * Plantatio 
the whole World. It is an Hand” of the greateſt 
portance to the Crown of England, and is well reſ 
to by the Eugliſs, ho ſince hey have been in Poſſeſſion 
it, have built a large Town called Ning tan, now the Me- 
tropolis of the whole Iſland. It lies between 17 -and 18 
N In North Latitude, 


" wy 


a a mm A 


= (05290) _” 
my | Maſter had a great | Regard for Captain LAS: 
A But, aſter I had there abour 
a Fortnight, or ſomewhat mote, it was on the 
twenty - third Day of April, in the Tear 756, 
Captain Gambier came that Afternoon, about 
Three or Four o' Clock ro our Houſe, when 
the Admiral was out, and he came into the 
Room where my Miſtreſs and I, and Miſs Ble 
fington were; and this had a Door out of it 
into my Miſtreſs's Bed- chamber. When the 
Captain came in, my Mittreſs was dreſſed, 
—ſhe was dreſſed in White, and had her | "= 
Hat on. Both ſhe and the Captain, after ſome 4 
Time, went out of Miſs Blefingion's Room, 4 
my —— = and they both went in» - | 
to my Miftreſs's Bed-chamber, and there they | 
ſaid three or four Hours. All this while the 155 
Admiral was abroad. When my Miſtreſs and 2 
the Captain left the Bed- chamber, which they. 
did by going out of the Bed- chamber throu 
a Door that led into the Diniog-Room, and fa 
down into the - Parlour, I went into wy. Mi- 
ſtreſs's Bed- chamber, and upon viewing m 
Miſtreſs s Bed, which I had made in the Morn- 
10g, I perceived the Impreſſions of the Bodies 
of two Perſons, as though they had been amo- 
reuſly laying and tumbling thereon ; and on the 
Bolſter of the Bed my Miſtreſs had left her 
Hat. I faw her afterwards without her Hat, 
and her Cloaths and Things were rampled and 
tumbled, as is uſual when Men and Women 
play together; and hug, kiſs, and tumble one 
the other. Aſter the Captain was gone, my 
Miſtreſs bid me, make her Bed; which 1 rea- 
dily did. 54 bay | 15 
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to London; we had Cabbins fitud up tor us on 


(38). 


This is all that you obſerved on the three 
and twentieth Way of April. Did yqu ever 
after that Way obſerve any more Familisrities, 
which paſſed between the Captain and your 
ady ? Pray tell us, what were thoſe Fami- 
liaritie:?s i oo, e I, el 1 
Bentley. My Miftreſs would often pull off 
her Stays againſti the uſual Time: of the Cap- 


tain's Coming : ſit with him in-every.amo- 


rous Poſture imaginable, ſometimes he; would 
embrace her, ſometimes with his Hand round 
her Waſte, look at and oggle her; aud ſhe 


would in Return, ſigh, coo, and {mile at him, 


and often pat and ſtroke him, and then they 
would often go away, and be abſent ſometimes 
half an Hour, ſometimes an Hour, two Hours, 
and more; and I did imagine by their Behavi- 
our, and by the Bed which I had oſten on ſuch 


Occaſions to make again, that they had re- 


peated thoſe Pleaſures they began on the twenty- 


third of April. 71 


- ©." Now, Madam, I think you came to 
England with your Miſtreſs in the ſame Ship 
with the Defendant Gambier, pleaſe to give 
the Court and the Gentlemen of the Jury an 
Account what Familiarities paſſed hetwveen the 
Captain and your Lady, during your Voyage in 
the Defendant's Ship from Famaica to: Eng- 
land. FCC ˙ Aw <1 ogtt 

Bentley. Governor Knowles, my Maſter, was 


| by the Government here in England, ordered 


ro come away back to London; and he be- 
ing intimate with Captain G ambier, he con- 


ſigned his Lady, my Miſtreſs, her two Chil- 


dren and me, to go in the Defendant's Ship, 


this 
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this Occaſion ; and my : Miſtreſs had the State- 


Cabbin. The Admiral. came on board the hiſt 
Night, and lay on board that Night with my 
Miſtreſs,---but not afterwards ;- we ſet Sail 
the next Day for Englanu; the 'Admiral's Af- 
fairs detained him ſix Weeks or two Months 
longer ſo that he could not go along with 
my Miſtreſs. Captain Coates was Commodore, 
and he came home to England with us; but 
Captain Gambier had the Command of the Ship. 


The Cabbin I lay in was next to my Miſtreſs's 


Cabbin; and my Orders from my Miſtreſs were 
to get up every Morning before Six, and go 


up and take the Children N who lay above in 


a little Cabbin, and there I'aſed to be for two 
Hours, drefſing the Children, that is, from Six 
to Eight o Clock every Morning. Captain 


Cambier would always be up walking on the 


Deck, every Morning, and when I was gone 
into the Cabbin where the Children were, he 
weuld go down into the State-Cabbin, and ſtay 


with my Miſtreſs ſometimes an Hour, ſometimes - 
more and ſometimes leſs : and this continued 


to be the Practice during our whole Voy- 
* When you came to Town, did you by 
the Directions of your Miſtreſs and the Deten- 
dant, take a Lodging for your Miſtreſs ? And 
tell us, what Familiarities paſſed between the 
Defendant and your Miſtreſs after they came to 
N FE 

_ Bentley, IL went by my Miſtreſs's and the 


Defendant's Directions, and I took a Lodging 


at Mr. Wathen's a Haberdaſher in Clocefter= 


ftreet, and there the Caprain uſed to come aud 
.and 


with 


viſit my Miſtreſs, 5 ſometimes ſtay alone 
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Az) 
with her in her Bed-chamber till One, Two, 
Three, Four, and once till Five o' Clock in the 
Morning In my Miſtrefs's Bed- chamber was a 
Cloſet, and this Cloſet was cleared and cleaned 
out, and the Captain, the Defendant, went into 
the Cloſet, and fitted himſelf to it, that in caſe 
of the ſudden Arrivalof the Admiral, the Cap- 
tain might hide himſelf there; and I ſaw him go 
in, and try the Cloſet, and he told me it would 
do for the Purpoſe, and the Key was put on the 
Inſide. At other Times my Miſtreſs would go 
to Captain Gamtier's Lodgings, which was. near 
my Miſtreſs's, once ſhe fupped there; and ſhe 
would be there frequently two or three Hours at 
a Time. ei 908 icon 
Q. You ſeem to have forgot one Particular, 
which I find mentioned in my Inſtructions ; and 
that 1s, your ſeeing the Defendant and your Miſ- 
treſs in Bed together. Pray recolle& yourſelf as 
to that Point, and give an Account of what you 
did ſee. And pray ſpeak a little louder that my 
Lord and the Gentlemen of the Jury may hear 
ou. ws ne, RE Is 
Bentley. Curiofity, my Lord, led me two or 
three Times to look through the Key-hole of 
the Chamber-door, in- which I knew Captain 
Gambier and my Miſtreſs lay; the Feet of the 
Bed faced the Door. And the firſt Time 1 
looked thorough, the Cuxtains were ſo cloſe 
drawn at the Feet of the Bed, that I could 
not ſee any Thing that was upon the Bed; but 
I could very plainly ſee on one Side of the Bed, 
that Side of the Bed on which the Captain lay, 
his Shoes which were near the Feet of the 
Bed: Juſt by ſtood a Chair, on which the 
Captain's Coat and Waiſtcoat hung; the Cap- 


tain 


(21) 


tain getting out of Bed, and going to put his 
Cloaths on, I came away from the Door. 
. This was the firſt Time, pray what did 
ce the next Time you looked thorough your 
iſtreſsꝰs Bed-chamber Door. 106 
Bentley. I was going to tell you: It was the 
next Morning, and then it ſo happened, that on 
the other Side of the Bed, I mean on that Side 
of the Bed oppoſite to that on which the Cap- 
tain's Cloaths then were, on a Chair were hang- 
ing my Miſtreſs's Gown and Petticoat, and on 
the Bed-Mat near the Chair, I ſaw one of my 
Lady's white Stockings and a Garter with a Sil- 
ver Buckle. It being fine Summer Weather, 
and the Sun ſhining very bright, I faw my Miſ- 
treſs get out of Bed, go to the Window, draw 
back the Curtains, and then return back, and 
go into Bed again. The Captain ſaid ſome- 
thing to my Lady, but what it was I did not 
not perfectly hear. 8 
Q. This u as the ſecond Time: Did you ever 
after look thorough the Door: Rey 
Bentley. It was a few Days before the Arri- 
val of the Admiral, and about a Fortnight af- 
ter the Defendant had the Cloſer fitted tor his 
Reception in Caſe of a Surprizal. The Morn- 
ing I looked thorough the Door, and which 
was the laſt Time, but one, I did ſo, was the 
Morning the Captain ſtaid ail Night with my 
Lady till Five o*Clock in the Morning, I came 
to the Bed-chamber Door about halt an Hour 
after Four o*Clock in the Morning. The Cap- 
tain and my Lady were laughing, playing and 
talking, they talked partly in Eng, and 
partly in French. The Defendant got out of 


Bed, walked round the Feet of the Bed, made 
D 2 | uſe 


| (22) 
- uſe of ſomething that was on my Lady's Side of 
\ the Bed, and then he jumped into Bed on the 
ſame Side; and ſoon after I believe both Par- 
ties were as happy, in the mutual Enjoyment 
of one another as they were on the twenty- 
third Day of April, in the Governor's Houſe in 
"Famaice, il N 
Jou ſay, this Time you looked thorough 
the Door was the laſt but one. Now pray let 
the Court know what you did ſee the laſt Time. 
Bentley. It was abour Four or Five o' Clock in 
the Afternoon, the very Day before the Admi- 
ral arrived. The Defendant and my Lacy went 
out of the Dining-Room into the Bed-chamber, 
and ſhut the Door, and there dreſſed themſelves 
each in a looſe Silk Night-gown, and there they 
played together, and the Goin threw my La- 
dy upon the Bed, and he flung himſelt upon 
her; but the diſengaged herſelf, and got off of 
the Bed, and then they ran ſeveral times one 
after the other round the Room, playing and 
toying, till at length my Lady was quite tired, 
Which the Deſendant taking the Advantage of, 
fung my Lady on the Bed, and himfelt, where 
they covered themſelves with the Coverler, 
and I could fee no more; and then 1 came 
away. „ e LSg. 43; 
Q. But when asked you this Queſtion, Ma- 
dam, I interrupted you, you was going to relate 
ſonie other Familiarities which paſſed | between 
the Defendant and your Lad. | 
Bentley. When my Lady received the Cap- 
tain at Home, ſhe would do it in a looſe Dreſs 
without her Stays, and ſometimes they would 
play together as Lovers are uſed to do, and he 


— 


- . would feel of her B — ſts, and put his Hands 


through 


(3 A 
through the Slits of her Gown, and up herr 
Petticoats; and my Miſtreſs in Return would 
tickle the Defendant, beat, pull and ſtrike 
him amorouſly, Sc. Theſe Interviews and In- bs. 
 trigues laſted till the Admiral arrived. 

Do you know of any Letters that 
between the Defendant and your Lady? 


- Court. If the Defendant has any Queſtions 
to ask this Witneſs, jt would be better done” 
before the Letters are read. 
[Officer diſcharge the Common Jury, and 
. acquaint the Gentlemen of the Special 
Jury, who are in the other Room, that a 
They may depart for this Time. 


; | Croſs-. Examined. _ 

Q. You have told the Court, that you went 
to Jamaica Pray what was the Name of the 
Perſon you went with? 

Bentley. 1 do not know, indeed : I have en- 
tirely forgot; I do not remember it. 

Strange! ſure you are very forgetful; fie 
it is now ſcarce Seventeen Months ſince. 

Bentley. I went over with a Friend, or an 
Acquaintance of mine, as a Servant, but the 
Name of the Party I do not remember; only 
that the Name was a very hard one, and not 
eaſy to be remembered. 


Q. Could you tell the Name, if you was to 


hear ir ? 
Bentley. I cannot ſay I could; heciuſe I 


never heard the Name of the Perſon I went over 
with but once; and I never had any Occation to 
make uſe of it. 


Wo es | = 


(24) ; 
D. You call the Perfon you went over with, 
ſometimes Perſon and ſometimes Party; may be 
this Perſon or Party might be a Man, your Sweet 
heart: perhaps. Tell us, whether the Perſon or 
Party you went with, was either a Man; I pre- 
ſume you know what a Man is, or a Woman, or 

Bentley. I have already told the Court, that 
I went over with a Woman, who was my Mi- 
Kreſs, 5 , 1 0 3 p T7" 

Pray how came you acquainted with your 
Nie, # you call hs, — how long dh you 
acquainted with her before you went with her 
to Famaica? © d dio t TIE 

Bentley. I ſhall relate it as briefly as I can 
poſſibly. I had been ſome Time out of Place, 
and in great Expectation of changing my Con- 
dition, but was diſappointed ; and being one 
Afternoon drinking Tea with a Maid-ſervant 
in a Merchant's Houſe in the City, I was in- 
formed there was a Gentlewoman, who would 
be there the next Day at Tea-time, who want- 
ed a Chamber-maid, or young. Woman, to go 
with her, and ſhe would pay her Paſſage, who 
could handle her Needle weltz:angd. work fine 
Work, and make up Gentlemens and Ladies 
Shirts and Shifts. This undertook.  Accord- 
ingly, all my Paſſage, both the Gentlewoman 
and myſelf continually, (but when we were in 
Bed, fot we bath lay in one Bed togethet, or at 
Breakfaſt, Dinner or Supper, and ſomerimes the 
Gentlewoman would divert herſelf and me with 
reading a Play out of Shakeſpear, &c. and ſome- 
times, by her DireQions, IL did the ſame) were 
thus employed. And when I came to King- 
fun, the Gentlewoman conducted me to a 
R ä Houſe 


1 | | ( 25 ) 3 5 
Houſe of her Acquaintance, where I found ſhe 
was much reſpected, and I was very civilly 
uſed. The Gentlewoman, the next Day went 
farther up the Country, and I never ſaw her 
more, nor ever heard her Name from that Day 
to this. When 1 had been in this Houſe about 
a Fortnight I was told, that Admiral Knowles's 
Lady wanted a Servant, I waited on her, who 
was then in great Want of a Chamber-maid, 
and the Admiral underſtanding that I was juſt 
come from London, for at this Time my Lady, 
the Admiral, and Miſs Bleſüington were all to- 
gether, drinking Tea in the Parlour, I was ask- 
ed to ſtay then; but I was permitted to go back 
and fetch my Box, which a Porter brought to 

the Governor's Houſe. 5 
©. So, Madam, you was diſappointed in 
Love; then you had a Sweetheart. Well, and 
ſo you left your Sweetheart, and went to Sea, 
with a Perſon you knew nothing of.—— Pray, 
what Wages had- you, you worked hard, and a 
long Time too? e ee 
Bentley. My Sweetheart married the Sunday 
before I went on board, under the ſpecious Pre- 
tence, tha: his Parents would diſinherit him it 
he did not marry the young Woman he had 
married. He had ofren ſollicited me to hve 
with him privately as his Wife, till his Father 
was dead. But, though I was very willing to 
become my Sweetheart's Husband, I could 
not think of being his Slave, or — 
A Cuſtom too prevalent of late. As to Wages, 
the Party I went with was to pay my Paſſage, 
keep me, and get me a good Place when I 
came there. All which the performed. She 
likewiſe made me a Preſent of a Guinea, ns 
| ay 


* 


e 6 1 
Day we landed in Tamaicg. And who recom- 
mended me to the Admiral's Lady's Place, 1 do 
not certainly know. 
O. Wu ſay, Miſs Bleffngron was'in the flame 
Room where Mrs. Knowles, the Defendant and 
75 were. She muſt therefore as well as you, 
ee them go into the Bed. chamber, and might, 
1 pleaſed, as 1 ſuppoſe, Tee all you did ſee. 
wo What did ſhe ſay to all this; to be ſure you and 
| Miſs made your Remarks 'on' what you Imagined 
Pe between the Defendant and the Governor's 
; ady ? : 
Bentley. Miſs Bleffington never obſerved any 
Thing concerning what paſſed between the De- 
fendant and my Lady to me, and therefore I 
could not take any Notice of this Affair to 
her. © She is a young Lady of great Prudence, 
Conduct, and Diſcretion, much addicted to 
reading of Hiſtory, and talking of the virtu- 
ous and heroic” Actions of the Ancients; and 
the great Deeds done by the moſt illuſtrious 
3 Women. , 1 was not much above a Month in 
. this Service before 1 returned, as I have rela- 
ted, in the Defendant's Ship to England; and 
therefore could not be very intimate with Nis 
e | er n 
2 8 S. You have ſaid, that you came from a- 
4 maica to London, in the Defendant's Ship, to- 
A gether with the Plaintiff's Wife and her Chil- 
dren, did not you lie in the fame Bed, at leaſt 
in the ſame Cabbin with your Lady? | 
Bentley. My Miſtreſs lay in the State-Cabbin, 
3 and I lay in a Cabbin which'was next to it. 
=. O. Was there not a Saſh-window in the Par- 
tirion, that divided the State-Cabbin from the 
Nn in which you lay ? 


Bentley. 


Hom - * 
4 n n e a % 
98 % gs" 


Bene +:1/There is a Window berweth FER 


| Cabins; | bur chen there are Curtains on 2 01 
Sides. 


2 14 


But chen-you as fv: 3 * lan + | 
the? tate Cabbin, that you muſt when you — 
there hear evety Thing that paſſed. Now, I 

Would ask you, as yon are upon! your Oath, 
whether you ever heard the ndant Sam- | 

bier in the State. Cabbin, with your Lady, in 
the Night, after ſhe was gone to Bed, and Goa 
fore you! ot up, which, von fay; was PO | 
Five and Six o'Clock every Morning? Nl 
Bentley. I a have heard the Defendaue- if 1 

he had ever been, in the Night- time, in the 

Stare-Cabbin, during the Time I was in Bed.; 

Inever did hear him; nor do I believe he ever 

was there during that Time. But this 1 am 5. 

ſure of, that every Morning, after I went ſup 5 

to-dreſs the Children, he would come down 

off the Deck, go into the State-Cabbin, un- 

dreſs himſelf, and go into Bed to the Admi- 

fas Wiel have ſeen the Defendant in Bed 
with my Miſtreſs, and I made the Bed evety 
Day, and one can eaſily ſee,” whether one or 
more has: lain in it. 

Well, I find you will have: your ond 
Way; you have learur' your Lefon'perfeQly.--- 
But, here, Madam, my Inſtructions ſay, aftet 
came to London, and had taken the Lodg- 

ing at the Haberdaſher's, that one of Miſtreſs 
Knowles's. Daughter lay in the Bed with her, 

and, I think ſhe was berween Five or Six Years 
od? 911 19 

Bentley. as — my Miſtreſs's Daughters 


did lie in a little Bed in * Bed- chamber, but — 
IS now 3 Years old. _ 
E 8 Did 
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. Did not you ſay,” chat your Miſtreſs, 
{meaning Admiral Knotoles's Lady, had uſefl/you 
very ill? And did not you ſay, that you. would 
be revenged on her, or Words 10 that Effect, 
:threatening that you would ſwear * Hers in 
the Manner you have: now done? 
% Boentley. No, I never: 2 had i 
with my Mittreſs ever, except about her payi 
of me my Wages in Jamaica Currency, inſtea Lead 
O. Have you not at ſeveral Times, bale 
his and ſince the Commencement of this: Suit, 
told various Stories, - and thoſe: quite different 


from what you now ſay, particularly, whether 


have nor often ſaid, that you never ſeen any 
Taber Familiarities between N CCambier 
and Mrs. Knowles chan mie e 8 
Brother and a Siſter. 1 38412 0 
TT Bentley. 1 never ſaid any fach! Words * 


5 2 ever did repreſent the Affair between 


N Gambier and Mrs. Knowles in any o- 

Manner or Light than Lchave done to the 

R il hem 1 its ton 

1 O. Did not- you: tell young Vir. Knowles. " 

quite different Story; ; lam dure my Inſtructions 

ſay yon did. S 

- -Bentley. No 1 * did ; 1 told him the 

P ruth, and nothing but the Tru tn. 
O. We ſhall be able to conttöont you, Wer. 


we dall our Witneſſes. Do you know Mr. Ro- 


derts, Mr. We. err Hara, and Mr. 
Nea! ? a SAL i Ibis 
Bentley. I do not know any one of them, nor 


can I tell whether ever I ſad them. 


Second Council for the Defendant. 1 muſt ask 
the Witneſs, a Queſtion or two with your Nord- 
ons L * 4 5 ſhip' S 


ta} 


ſhip's petmicon⸗ Here, Mrs. Elizabeth Bent 


you ſay, you faw, I mean when you peeped 
| cg the Ke y-hole: of the Door, at your Mi- 


ſtreſs's Lodgi "Vers in Town, the Defendant's 
Shoes and hi bat ane Waiſt coat, did you not 
ſeg ſome other Thing belonging to him, R nes 
you ſaw him get out of Bed? 

Bentley. As the Chait ſtood chen not ſes 
any the of the Defendant's Cloaths; but hen 
he was out of Bed he removed the Chair; put 
on his Black Velvet Breeches, and his white 
Silk Stockings. 

Q. And what did you ſee beſides, pray tell 
* 
Henley. T have told you. all thar J did ſee; 

al the Truth and nothing but the Truth. L 
My Lord, this Evidence is well tutored; 
their Time and Pains have not been loſt. We 
Will not trouble the Court any farrher at this 
Time ; but as it is likely we ſhall want here- 
after to ask her ſome more Queſtions, we deſire 
| Me! may not 12 1h the Court: '* 


- Contircil f. the Plaintiff My. Lord, with the 
Leave of the Court we will now call our Wit⸗ 
neſſes, and prove the Authenticity ot the Let- 
ters before they are read. And to this End we 


look dn theſe Letters, and tell us, Gberber they 
are the Hand-uriting of Captain Gambier. 117 

Bentley. I have often ſeen him wrice, but 
not his own Name; for the Defendant and my 


borrowed Names of - Torri/mond and Leontra: 
Captain Gambier named himſelt 7orri/mond, 


* 4 . write. 


— 
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deſire yoũ (ſpeaking to Elizabeth Bentley) to 


Miſtreſs carried on their Intri ue under the 


any * Miſtreſs Leonora; — I ſaw the Captain 


| (390) 
write this Letter, and he ſent it by me; and 1 
read it all through; for it was not ſealed ; 2 p— 
I was. in the ſame Room with the Deſendant, 
when he wrote this Lerter ;--he made no Scru- 
ple of diſcovering to me, the Love he had far 
my Miſtreſs, He always behaved bimſelf very 
— towards me; — I cannot ſay, but the 
" barring the Intrigue . — 2 himfelf | 
my Miſtreſs, behaved: himſelf very much 
hke a — And I do verily believe, all 
theſe Letters to be the Hand-writing of Cap- 
tain Gambier ; but 1 never did ſee the . 
dant write bis own Name, EM, 


_ Clerk of the Regiſters of the Commons called 

And ſworn: 

=» Q. Are theſe the very Letters that were o- 

* hibſted in the Gmmons in a Cauſe now depen= 
| ding there, in Order to obtain a Divorce on 
| the Part of Admiral Knowles againſt his Wife 
for breaking her Marriage Contrast? 

- Clerk, They are the Original Letters of. the 

1 Defendant Captain Gambier, and wrote by him, 
and atteſted in the Prerogat:ve Gurt, on. the 
Oaths and Teſtimonies « e Bentley, 

and others. E ä 8 


Mr. Henſhaw called and 1 

Q Do you know the Hand-writing of — 
3 tain Gambier? Can you ſay. theſe Letters are 
mis Hand- writing of hp Defendant Gam- 
1 bier? 2 

=. Henſba w. 1 should cru le pa 3 Sum of 
= 7 this 9 paying look like 
1 his Hand-writing ; 1 cannot be politive;; and 


Th I believe they 1 are his is Hand-wicivg 
1 | G. 
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dant? TIE 
Henhaw. Yix or Seven Years. .- 


have ſeveral of his Letters, by me gow, which 
he wrote to me on various Occaſions. 


Curt. Look on them again, and recollect 


what you think of them. 


Hendbam. My, Lord, the more I look on 


them, the more I think they reſemble the Hand- 
writing of the Defendant, — can perceive no 
Difference of the Form and Manner of both, 
than that at the Bottom of the Letters which I 
have are ſigned with his, own. Name, Gambier, 
and theſe have the ſictitious Name of Torri/mond. 
Indeed, now ſtedfaſtly ane I can- 
not ſee ary other Duſtprence, - N. 8e 


0 for PI aintif, to Fouas Wirght, Do ou 
know the Defendaat's Hand-wriring ? 


lere delt Lnow look on to be his writing. 


. Go. for Plaintiff, 1 believe, my Lord, we may 
nom venture to read the Deſendant's Letters. 
Curt. How: many are there of them? 


Co. for Plaintiff, Four, my _ and two 


of them are very long. 
Gurt. "au read them. 


3 [The Letters were read, letting 


Kadoues; that he could not ſleep 


on Nights far the Thoughts of her; 
= * | leveral 


. How long have you — the Defen- 


a v 
* 6 ——— 
- - , 


1 have ſeen 


ſeveral. Letters of the. Defendant's Letters. 


Wright, I never did ſee the Defendant write, 
but I have often ſeen Letters of his, and I be- 


forth how 
much Gambier was in Love with Mrs. 


— 


6— A 


a. 


6 632) 
8 7  feveral Relations of his Dreams and 
» Fiorebodings, concerning their ' preſent 
Troubles and Perplexities, and 15 his 
Hopes of their being : horely- ha and- 
_ freed Ka all Impediments 'to 948 r ſu- 
ture uninterrupted Bliſs;— what 
Pains he, the Defendant, took to de- 
dauch the Minds and Principles of Ad- 
miral Xawles's Lad Vi to lead her out 
of the Paths of Vikews into the high 
Road of Sin and Debauehery; — that 
| - ſhe- ſhould take every Opportunity of 
i h cfg ge w—_—_ to him, which would give * 
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at Satisfaction, and tend much to 
dne Eaſe of his Mind”: He ſays, the 
might write a few Lines te him, if ſhe 
did it even at that Time when the was 
alone putting on her Shift; — that he 
remembered that happy Day, the twen- 
ty-third of April, as their Wedding 
N and as the Day which compleated 
his Happineſs and Bliſs that I e 
him the greateſt Satisfaction, the Re- 
memberance of thoſe mutual Joys and 
Endearments which paſſed between us 
in the State-Cabhin, in our Voyage 
from N to London; that the 
Defen ant made Mention of Mrs. 
 Knowles's Name in his Prayers before 
80D Morning and Evening; —— that 
he hoped he ſhould ſharrly receive from 
her the agreeable Surprize, that they 
ſhould; in due Time, know, that their 
mutual and tender Love was bleſſed 4 
wuith ſuitable Tokens of Reward ;— 
- that when he did, he would Take Cara 


# yu 
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above all Beings and Things next to Her 
e and Himſelf PI PHY e blu 


- 4 a r 9 
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eli ee eee oy eee 
Council for the Defendant., My Lord, and 
Gentlemen of the Jury, I am Council for the 
Defendant, and I readily allow, with my learn. 
ed. Brother, whoopened this Cauſe, that a Crime 


13 * 
- 


of this Nature, ought to be puniſhed, and that 


ſeyerely. It is, as has been obſerved, a very 
Brat Offence to Civil Society, and was pu- 
niſhed by the Ancients in a capital and exem- 
plary Manner: And were Offences of this Kind 
to paſs unnoticed or unpuniſhed, it would in- 
troduce univerſal Confuſion and Diſorder among 
us; no Man would be ſafe in the Poſſeſſion ot 
that ineſtimable Part of his Property, which is 
the moſt, dear to him, the Love and Affection of 
his Wife. I am the laſt, Gentlemen, who 
would ſtand up in the Defence of a Perſon 
guilty; of ſo, heinous a Crime; but 1 am inſtruc- 
ted to ſay, and it will appear from the Witneſſes 


we ſhall call on the Part of the Defendant, that 
the Defendant Gambier, is not guilty of the 


heavy Charge, which che Plaintiff Kucwles has 
artiully and maliciouſly brought againſt him. 
We ſhall prove, that che Witneſs Betty Bentley, 
the onl Würneſs they have brought to prove 
this Offence, has done it purely out of Spite 
and Malice to her Miſtreſs, to be revenged on 


ner, as ſhe often declared to ſeveral Petions; 


and this will come our to your Satisfaction. 
Gentlemen, as this Crime is in its own Nature 
wp, 6 ; | l N A . #: +4 'Y | and 


mii of the Offſpring with ſo much Tenderneſs 


a 4434) 
and Conſequences one of the worſt of Crimes, 
1 It is y; in an eſpecial: Manner, you 
ſhould make a ftrift Inquiſ) into the Circum- 
ſtances of it, before you form a 1 in 
this Cauſe. And I do hot doubt, but you will 
be able to judge of this Affair, When you have 

eard, the Detence on the Part of the Defen- 
nt. Indeed, my learned Brother, has thrown 
ont many Words in order to ſtigmatize the Pe- 
fendant with the Vice of Ingratitude, there. 
with to capriyare your Paſſions, and tp taffe in 
ou a Reſentment to the Behaviour and Con- 
duct of my Client. You have been told, that 
the Defendinr Captain Gantbier has betrayed 
that Confidence, ” Friendſhip and Truſt, which 


te Plainriff Knowles put in Him. 'Whetels' it 


doth not appear from wllat has come oft, that 
there was any gteat Intimacy and Friendſhip 
between the Plaintiff and Defendant, more than 
is common among Petſons engaged in one and 
ſame Manner of Life. You have been told over 


| and over, that Captain Gambier was ungrateful, 


and the featned Gentlemen on the othet Side of 
the Queſtion, * have charged him 'with''Ingra- 
tirade, _ but in the Courfe of cheir Evidence 
they have not given us one fingle Inſtance of it. 
1 ſhall now, in the firſt Place, make ſome Ob- 
fervations on che Evidence that has been given 
you on the Side of the Plaintiff, and I do not 
think there has appeared any Evidence or Git- 
cumſlance ſo fe bo but that T ſhall leave with 
yon, for you are in theſe Caſes the only propet 
Judges, as to conviet the unhappy Defendant 
of the heinous” Crime he ſtands charged with. 
Unbappy, I call him, and ſo he is, to have his 


Reputation and Bread taken from him, * 2 
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falſe Accuſat ion, as I am inſtructed to ſay. And 
firſt as to the Marriage; this they have bur, 
lamely proved. We allow the Validity of the, 
Marriage of the Plaintiff. Knowles with Miſs 
Plujhee | at Aix la Chapelle, and therefore I. 
ſhall not trouble you on this Head; but how 
have chey proved the Criminal Converſation. 
between the accuſed. Parties; why they. call 
you a Maid-Servant, u hoſe Name is Elizabeth 
Bentley, and ttuly ſhe cannot remember - a 
Tranſaction ſcarce a Lear and three Months 
old. When ſhe was asked, what induced her. 
to go from Londan to Jamaica, what View ſhe 
had in going, with whom ſhe went, what 
Wages ſhe had, and what were the Condition, 
Buſineſs and Circumſtances of the Party ſhe: 
went: with; ſhe anſwers, that ſhe neither knows 
the Name of the Party the went with, nor her 
Condition or Circumſtances; and yer ſhe was 
Six or Nine Weeks, (for oftentimes Ships are ſo. 


long, or longer, makipg a Voyage from London 
in a Cabbin, nay in the ſame Bed 


to Famaica,) | 

with. her Miſtreſs, as ſhe at laſt ftiles the Party, 
and never asked her, either her Name or her 
Buſineſs, In fine, Mrs. Bentley only ſays, and 


ſhe ſtands to it, that ſhe went to Famairca: a- 


long with, or in the Service of Somebody, 


whom neither ſhe nor any Body elſe knows. 


Now is it reaſonable to believe, that the Wit- 
neſs Bentley in this Reſpe& ſpeaketh Truth; 
for if it were poffible ſor her to forget the 
Name, (for ſhe ſays, ſhe heard her Name but 
once, and that it was a very hard one,) of her 
Miſtreſs ſhe went with, yet it is impaffible, 
but ſhe might remember what State or Way of 
Life ſhe was in; as, * her Miſtreſs ſhe: 


vent 


* 


-"- 


ont wich was a Sempltreſe, a Mantuamaker, 


Unprugent' n iwprobable,: that Captain- 


(SS) 


or a Quilter. But this, Gentlemen, is not the 
only Improbability and Incredibility in her E- 
vidence; no, ſhe has many Contradictions in 
the Courſe of her Teſtimony, of which I doubt 
not but you have taken Notice. She ſays, that 
ſhe had not been mote than a Fortnight in Fa- 
maica before ſhe was recommended as Cham- 
ber-maid to Governor Knowles's Lady, and yer 
ſhe could not tell who recommended her. Is it 
not altogether incredible, that when this Witneſs 
had not been ſcarce a Fortnight in Governor 
Knowles's Fumily, before Mrs. Knowles made 
ker her Confident, and truſted her with a Se- 
crer of the utmoſt Importance. Again, Gen- 
ttemen, you have heard from this Wirneſs, for 


| the can remember what ſhe pleaſes, that on the 


twenty- third of April, in the Tear 1236, ſhe 
was in Miſs Bleſington's Room, or Chamber, 
in Governor Knotoles s Houſe,- with Miſs Ble 8 


 ſmngton, at the ſame Time, that the firſt pre- 


tended Amour happened between Captain Gam- 
ner and her Lady. Very free truly! . Betty. have 
made the Bed? Yes, Madam, replies the 
irneſs Bentley. Miſs Bleſfington muſt. be pri- 
vy to all this. Now, why was not Miſs BI. 


fugton brought here as a Witneſs of this Cri- 


minal Converſation between the Defendant 
Gambier: and Admiral Knowles's Lady. The 
Evidence of Miſs: Bleſſington would have been 


uſeful; and would have ſer this Affair in a clear 


Eight and quite out of Diſpute, but perhaps 


me is not brought bere, on the Side of the 
Plaintiff, becauſe her Evidence would not ſerre | 


rheit; Purpoſe. It is very ſtrange, at leaſt very 


. Gambier 


(#7) 


Gambier avid the Lady Knowles, ſhould be 50 
Company with the Witneſs and Miſs Ble/jing- 
ton, and leave them in the Manner they did, 
or as it is ſaid they did; fot I confeſs I cannot 
give any Credit to the Relation, go and lie up- 
on a Bed in the next Room, - dallying for two 
or three Hours, nay, three or four Hours, and 
after all not have the Prudence to make the Bed 
again, or put the Bed<cloaths into Order 
{ſmooth the tumpled Bed, c. They had Time 
ſufficiemt to do all this. And then again on 
board the Ship, coming from Jamaica to Eng- 
land, as to the Familiarities that paſſed be- 
tween Captain Gambier and Mrs. Knowles, 
they have produced you no other Evidence, be- 
ſides this Berry Bentley, though there were ſe- 
veral orher Perſons on board, and they muſt, 
if there had been any Thing criminal between 
the Parties, have known it as. well as Betty 
Bentley. Commodore Coates was on board, and 
23 have known this whole Intrigue, and if 
it been Truth, would, as a Man of Ho- 
nour ought rs have done, informed Admiral 
Knowles of the criminal Greatneſs of his Wife 
with the Defendant. Several others came over 
at the ſame Time, in the fame Ship, but not 
one of them axe produced; all which to be ſure 
might eaſily have been done; but it is likely 
they had not. learnt, or would not learn, their 
Eeffow fo well as the Witneſs Bentley has done. 
A Witneſs, whoſe Teſtimony is ſo weak and 
_ trifling, that. I cannot help wondering that my 
learned Brethren have reſted the Merits of this 
Cauſe upon it. And as for the Letters they 
have produced to you, I ſhall leave the Abſur- 
dity of their being wrote by my Client the De- 
N F 2 fendant 
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ſendant, to be conſuted by our Witneſſes. I 
ſhall now btiefly lay before you the Nature of 
our Defence: In rhe firſt Place, we ſhall en- 
deavour .to ſhew you, that Eli zabeth Bentley 
has ſworn all this: againſt the Plaintiff's Wiſe, 
Mers.. Knowles, out of. Spite and Malice to her. 
It will come out from our Witneſſes, that the 
Witneſs Bentley often ſaid, that ſhe would be 
revenged of her Miſtreſs ; particularly ſhe has 
ſaid; My Miſtreſs, meaning Mrs...Knowles, has 
uſed me ill, has uſed me like a Negro, and I 
will be revenged on her for it, IL. will ſware that 


the has dane ſo, mentioning: what ſhe has done 


now in Court, Now, if we prove, as I am 
{nre we are able to do, by indubitable Witneſ- 
ſes, Perſons of great Credit and Reputation, that 
this is a ſpiteful and malicious Proſecution, you 
will find the Deiendant not guilty. We hall 
likewiſe prove, that the Evidence Elizabeth 
Bentley, hath often declared, that ſhe never ſaw 
any other familiatities paſs between Captain 
Gambier and Mrs. Knowles, than might paſs 


between a Brother and Siſter. We ſhall call 


our Witneſſes, and piove all this, and then my 
Brother's Wonder of what Sort of Defence we 
could riake, which he expreſſed in-the Open- 
ing of. this Cauſe; will ceaſe. But, it af 
ter all, Gentlemen, you ſhould. give Credit to 
the Teſtimony ot: Aigabeth Bentlej, and find a 
Verdict for the Plaintiff, though I cannot ſee 
upon what Part ot ber Evidence it can be found- 
ed, but that I will leave with you, who are the 
propereſt Judges of this Fact, then it will re- 
main for your Conſideration, what Damages 


* the Defendant bath/ done the Plaintiff by his 


Criminal Converſation and Correſpondence wi 
usa! | 16-9 | 1S 


* 
| — 


' 


— 


( (49) | | 
his Wife. Now, in this Caſe; the'Cireums _ 
ſtances of the two offending” Parties ought to 
be ſeriouſſy and duly weighed and conſidered. 
As for my unhappy Client he is very poor, and 
has; ſince the Commencement” of this Action, 
loſt his Office of Captain, is now a Thouſand 
Pound in Debt, has loſt his Reputation, is not 
able to ſupport his Family, and if you ſhould 
find large Damages for the Plaintiff; my poor 
Client will be carried to Priſon, and at length 
die in a Goal. On the other Hand, the State 
and Condition of Mets. Knowles, befote Marri- 

age, may be conſidered. You have heard, in- 
deed, that Miſs Pluſpee was the Daughter of 

an honourable and reputable Family in A la 
hape le, but it has turned! out, that the was 
only the Daughter of an I nnkeeper, or of one 
who keeps an Ordinary, or a. Vieualling- 
Houle, or it may be, a Cook's Shop, or a Chop - 
Houſe in that City. When you have conſidered 
theſe J hings, eſpecially the Poverty and Penury: . 

of my Client ; and, i think, upon the whole, 

if you find Ten Pounds Damages, it will be 
ſufficient; but all this I ſubmit to you, and 
hope, Gentlemen, you will be favourable to the * 
Defendant, and think he has ſuffered enough 
already. ; 4 


Mr. Roberts called and ſworn, . 

O. Do you know Elizabeth Bentley, and 
how long have you known her? Did you know 
her before the Commencement of this Suit? b 

Roberts. Captain Gambier came to my Houſe, 
and invited me to come to his Lodging one fri- 
day Night, and told me, that Elizabeth Bent- 
ley: was to be there, to ſpeak to him, and that 
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he was willing to have two or three Friends to 


bear the Converſation: that ſhould paſs between 
them. He deſited me to be there between the 


Hours of Eight and Nine o'Clock at Night. 
Then I ſaw the young Woman, Elizabeth Bent 
ley, but not before, and but once ſince, 
and that was of the Monday Night. fol. 
lowing, and now in Court. 
CE ive the Court an Account of nehee 
Mes. Bentley ſay to the Defendant. - 
Roberts. I ſtood in the next Room and heard 
them talking, and all I could hear were theſe 
Words, which were ſpoken by Mr. Gambier, 
« Well Betty, what is this — have ſworn a- 
bout your Miſtreſs and me? But Mrs. Bent 


 bey Cocke fa low, I could not hear what Anſwer 


the made, and ſhe went away ſoon after. 
O. Are you acquamted with the Defendant's 


Hand-writing 2 , - fff? 


Roberts, I cannot ſay Lam; I never did fee 
the Defendant write. 


4 Croſi- Examined. 


ON Yon fay, you was in a Room next to 


that in which the Defendant and Mrs. Bentley 
were : Were not the two Rooms — by a 


 Wainſcot ? 
". Roberts. Les. 

e And e wed paſſed through 
the | 


anſcot ? _ 

. Roberts; No: but there was x Door in the 
Wainſcot, which was opened an Inch or ſome- 
what more; and cu the Door were placed 
three Chairs. | 

©. You did: ſay, yo a fam the Witneſs Barr 
9. at chis Interview: between the W 


* 


— 


), "mn 
and her: Did you ſee: her through the · Door as 
it ſtood a litrle Way open: I preſume there was 

no Hole in the Wainſcot rene hien ge _ 
of 
= Roberts. I did not ler her i in the —— wich 
the Defendant, but 1 ſaw her 3 and + 
out of the Rom. — 
DO. Did you ſpeak to Mrs. Bently 1 
Koeborts. 1 did not ; 3; 1 only looked * ber. 


e Dobinks! called * duden 5 0. 

[He was asked the ſame Queſtions as the a- 

bove Witneſs Roberts, and anſwered. to the 

ſame Effect, excegt concerning the Doot in the 

Wuainſcot, bis . ee were what fol- 
low J: 2 | * 211 io 4801 I. „ N 

; Robinſon. | There was a' Door in the Partition, 

or Wainſcot, which dixided the Room in which 

ue were, from that in which the Defendant and 

Mrs. Bente, were. This Door was opened an 

Inch, or an Inch and an bal, that we might 

hear what paſſed between the Defendant and 

the Witneſs, and againſt the Door were placed | 

three Chairs, on which three of us, vis. Meſ. | 

Roberts, Neal, aud Self, fat, and liſten'd; but | 

it ſo happened, \ that the: Wind ſetting pretty 

briskly up the Dy it ſuddenly ble the Door 


to, and haſped ii. Up this the young Wo- 
man was alarmed, Age uneaſy, ſaid there was i 
Somebody | in the next Room, that ſhe would 4 
not ſtay any longer at that Time, but that ſhe 
would come ggain on the Monday Night fol- 
lowing. All that the Defendant could ſay, ſne 
would not ſtay, but ſhe went "ny" out of the 
Houſe W * ; | 


Ca tain 


EF - 
Captain O Hara called and ſworn. | 

0 Was you at Captain Gambier's Lodgings 
that Night the Witneſs Bemiley came to talk 4 
with the Defendant ? 

O Hara. I came after ſhe was gone; for 1 
miſtook the Time, and therefore I came too 
late, I was deſired to come on the | Monday 
Night following, which I promiſed to do. 
Captain, how Zong: have you been ac- 
quainted 8 the Defendant Gambier 2 

Q * . Eight or Ten Tears, or more. 

: his Hand-writing 2 | | 
0 Nee !" hs, I have by me ſeveral of his 
Letters,” and I am well acquaimed with the 
Defendantꝰs Hand- writing. 

Q. Pray look on theſe Letters, and tell the 
Court and Jury, whether you do believe them 
to be the Hand-uriting of the Defendant in 
this Cauſe? 

O Hara. (looking on the Lerters) They are 
the Hand-writing of the Defendant Captain 
Gambier ; indeed they are; I believe they are 
his. Upon my Honour they are the Hand- 
_— of Captain Gambier, 

e Sir, Pray look again upon 
* etters; this particularly marked No. 4. 
is this wrote by => ndaar ? z 
O Hara. Les; it is his Hand- writing : Upon 
my Honour I do believe, this Letter marked 
No. 4. is che Hand-writing of the Defendant 
Captain Gambier, as well as the others. 
- Co. for Plaintiff, My Lord, it was neceſſary 
rticalarly to prove the Authenticity of the 
tter marked No. 4. becaufe it mentions the 
Amours of the Defendant and Mrs. Know/es in 

the r aboard the Defendant's Ship, 
| in 


Qin), 


in her Paſlage ha Jamaica * London, and it 
alſo proves, that Elizabeth Bentley was Cham 


ber-maid to Mrs. Knowles in that * „ 


NMI. Neal called and ſworn, 
. Was you at Captain Gambier's Lodging 
18 12 ſame Time wich Meſ. an and RC 
binſon ? © | 
"Neal. 1 was thats it was & a Friday Even- | 
ing berween Eight and Nine of the Clock. 5 
Did not you hear the Witneſs Bentley 
ſay, thar ſhe never ſaw any other Familiarities 
paſs between the Defendant and the Plaintiff's 
Wike, than might paſs between a Brot her ang N 
iſter? 


Neal. All T heard was, that Elizabeth Ber- Os 


ey promiſed to come again on the Monday 
Nuke following. I was, indeed, after ſhe was 
gone, for ſhe did not ſtay long, told by the De- 

bor, that ſhe did ſay ſo; and that ſhe ſaid, 
ſhe would ſay ſo on the Monday Night follow 
ts and that ſhe would ſware the ame as on 

S Day in Court. nt 
| 9. Do you know the Defendant O Hand- ; 
writing! ? N 

Neal. I have ſeen his Hand-writing but I | 
am not ſo converſant with it as to determine, 
whether theſe Letters were wrote by him or 
not. Bee | VT, 


- E Ce? 
O. Lou ſa 18 Elizabeth. Benth + was at the 
Dendant s Lodgings of a Friday Night ; ; how + 


long is it ſince? 
Meal. About a Forrnight ſince, 


How lon did {he ſta A Io | 
Q „„ 


CH) _ 
Neal. But a few Minutes: I am fore ſhe was 
not in the Houſe more than a Quarter of an 
r.. 3 
Q. Did you know, what you came there for, 
and on what Account? 1 — 
Neal. Only as the Defendant told me, to 
hear what ſhould paſs between the Defendant 
and the Witneſs Bentley. The Defendant far- 
ther told me, that the Witneſs Bentley deſired 
to ſpeak with him before the Trial came on; 
and that he was therefore deſirous that I would 
be preſent, becauſe he was afraid ſhe might 
ſware what was not true. e 
Q. Let me ask you, Did not you expect, 
when you was at firſt invited to come to this 
Conference, that you was to be preſent in the 
ſame Room with the Defendant and the Wit- 
neſs Bentley during the ſaid Conference? 
Neal. I expected to be in the ſame Room 
with them; for I was given to underſtand, at 
leaſt I imagined the Purport of the Meeting was, 
that we were to hear the voluntary Confeſſion of 
Elizabeth Bentley, Admiral Knowles's Cham- 
ber-maid, that every Word . ſhe had faid con- 
cerning the Defendant, in Relation to any cri- 
minal Correſpondence which had, as ſhe had 
pretended, been carried on between the Ne- 
fendant and her Miſtreſs, was entirely falſe, and 
that all ſhe had ſworn in the Commons againſt 
Her Miſtreſs, the Lady of Admiral Knowles, was 
cout of Spite and Malice, and a moſt abomina- 
ble Falſhood. | 
Q. But in all this you, it ſeems, was diſap- 
yon : Now, pray Sir, tell us, how theſe 
iſappointments happened, and what were the 
Reaſons that conduced thereto? -* > = 
. Neal. 
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Neal. Meſ. Roberts, Robinſon and Self, came 
o the Defendant's Lodging, a little before. 
Eight o*Clock ; and then it was thought pro- 
r, that we, who were to hear what paſſed, 
zould be in the next Room; becauſe it was 
ſaid, that if we were preſent the Witneſs Bent- 
ley would look on it as a Contrivance to entrap 
her, and that we were Strangers to her; where- 
fore ſhe could not be fo free, as ſhe probably 
would be, if ſhe was alone with the Defendant. 
Upon which, we three went into the next Room, 
placed three Chairs near the Door, ſeated our- 
ſelves thereon, wniliſt the Defendant opened the 
Door a little Way, that we might hear what 
_ paſſed with the greater Eaſe; for we had tried 
how we could hear when the Door was ſhut, and 
the Wainſcot was ſo thick and cloſe, and with- 
out Cracks, that we could ſcarce hear at all; 
we could hear Talking, but we could not di- 
ſtinguiſh what was ſaid ; but when the Door was 
open, we could diſtinguiſh what was ſaid, if it 
was ſpoke as is cuſtomary in common Conver- 
ſation ; but the Witneſs Bentley ſpoke ſo low 
that whilſt ſhe was in the Room with the De- 
fendant, I could hear her Voice, but could nor 
diſtinguiſh what ſhe ſaid. i | 
Di. How then came you to hear the Witneſs 
Bentley ſay, that ſhe would come again on 
Mond ay Night ? 11 
Meal. She ſaid it two or three times as ſhe 
went down Stairs. 5 
* Do you know Captain O Haga ? 
eal. Yes ; Ido know the Caprain. 
What Character doth he bear? 
al. I have known him many Years ; he is 
Man gf great Honour and Reputation, 
G 2 ©. 
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a5 And given, I believe, to ſpeak the 


797 He would not tell a Lie on any Account 
whatſoever. 


Second Council for the Defendant, My Lord, 
we will now proceed to re-examine our Wirneſ= 
ſes as to what paſſed between the Defendant and 
Bentley on the Monday following. 

1 33 What would you examine them to? 

for Defend. To the Charge of Malice a- 
ink Bentley, and to the Condition of the De- 
25 dant, in Caſe ol Damages. | 


ſ 7 


O. [to Roberts. ] Did you ever i Wit 
neſs. Bentley ſay, My Miſtreſs has uſed me ill, 
like a Negro, and I will be up with her, I will 
be revenged on her ; I will ſware againſt her, in 
toy Manner ſhe has done, or Words to that Ef- 
ect? 

Roberts. No, 1 ever did I never had any 
Converſation with her, and ſhe did not ſay any 
ſuch Words that Friday Night I liſtened at the 
Door; though the e Gambier told me, 
after ſhe was gone, that ſhe had ſaid ſuch Words, 
but 1 did not hear her ſpeak them; and if ſhe 
did ſpeak them, it was ſo low 1 could not hear 
them. 

©. Was you at the Defendant? s Lodgings on 

thats) Night following? 

Roberts. nes: 

O. What did you hear then? 

Roberts. Nothing; ſave, that Mrs. Bentley 
ſaid, 1 will ſpeak the Truth, and nothing but 
the Truth ; th after ſhe came in, ſhe ſtaid but 
a very little while, and then ſhe went away: 


L Do 


3 _— . | 
Q. Do you know what Kind of Cireum- 
ſtances the Defendant Gambier is now in} 
Roberts. I believe. he is very poor now ; he 
was, ſome time ago, ' Captain of His Majeſty's 
Ship, the Severn, but he was lately turned our 
of that Poſt, and now he is next Door to ſtarv- 
ing; he is greatly in Debt I know ; he owes me 
a {mall Sum, and it is ſo hard with him that he 
cannot conveniently pay me. 6 a 


ny Croſs- Examined, f 
Q. You ſay, the Defendant told you, that the 
Witneſs Bentley ſaid, the Friday Evening be- 
fore, My Miſtreſs, meaning Mrs. Knowles, uſed 
me ill, like a Negro, and 7 will be revenged on 
her; what did you ſay ro him? | . 
Roberts, 1 asked him, whether the Witneſs 
Bentley would fay theſe Words on the Monday 
following. He anſwered, ſhe had promiſed ſhe 
would, and deſired me not to fail coming» on 
Monday Night. He farther ſaid, he was ſorry” 
I did not hear them, but he did not queſtion 
but Bentley would repeat them on the Monday 
following. 7 
Q. How much does the Defendant owe you? 
Roberts, About Five Guineas ; I know the 
Defendant is greatly in Debt. 


[Then Mr. Robinſon was re-examined, who 
anſwered to the ſame Effect, bur being asked 
concerning the Circumſtances of the Ngtendanc 
he anſwered as follows:] vis 

Robinſon. I have known the Defendant many 
Years, he always lived well and reputably, bur 
he is now in mean Circumſtances, being a diſ- 
_ carded Captain, J know he owes a Thouſand 
Pounds 


(48). 


Pounds on Bond, to one Man, for which he has 
for ſeveral Years paſt, paid annually 5 per Cent. 
but he is now 0 diftreded, that he has not been 
able to pay the Intereſt for the laſt Year. Be- 
Aides, it is the general Report, that the Defen- 
dant is greatly in Debt; this I know, that ſince 
the Defendant has loſt his Captainſhip, no one 
will truſt him. 4; 5 


Captain O Hara re- examine. 

O. Sir, Was you at the Defendant's Lodg- 
ing on the Monday Night following the Friday 
that you was there, and came too late? 

O Hara. I got thither before Eight o' Clock 

that Evening; the Defendant came to me, to 
my Houſe, that Morning, and deſired me to be 
at his Lodging in good Time, that I might be 
there before the Witneſs Bentley came. 
DO. Pray, did you hear the Witneſs Bentley 
ſay, My Miſtreſs has uſed me ill, has uſed me 
like a Negro, I will be up with her for it, I 
will be revenged on her for it; I will ſware that 
the Defendant lay with Mrs. Knowles, or Words 
to that Effect? 

O Hara. I heard the Witneſs Bentley ſay, I 
will be revenged, I will be revenged, E9c. two 
or three Times, but what it alluded to, I can- 
not take aeg to ſay. | 

O. Did you ſee the Witneſs Bentley come 
that Evening, and what happened thereon ? 

O Hara. I ſaw her come tripping up the 
Stairs, and the Defendant met her at the Head 
of the Stairs, and received her very amorouſly; 
and they ſeemed fo loving, that I am ſare he 
might have had any Thing he would of her; he 
might have lain with her; but ſhe * 

the 
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the Door to ſtand a little open; that is the Door 
we were liſtening at, ſhe ſaid, There is Some- 
body in the next Room, and they will hear us ; 
J will not ſtay now, and immediately ſhe went 
away; and I never ſaw her ſince, till to Day in 
this Court. WY | | 

©. Sir, you ſay, you have known the Defen- 
dint a long Time: Do you know his preſent 
Circumſtances ? 

O Hara. He owes me a Thouſand Pounds up- 
on Bond, and fince his Misforturne I have lent 
him ſeveral little Sums, or he and his Family muſt 
have been ſtarved. Since the Commencement 
of this Suit, I likewiſe helped him to the Loan 
of Five Hundred Pounds, at 10 per Cent. from 
a Friend of mine, for he has been at very great 
Charges in defending two Suits, one in the 
Commons, and another in this Court. I fear, 
after all, that he will be thrown into Goal for 
Debt, eſpecially if this Cauſe ſhould go againſt 
him, lie there, and rot till he dies; for he has 
loſt his Captainſhip, and is now over Head and 
Ears in Debt. BG 

Co. for Plantiff. My Lord, it is a common 
Caſe, when the Plaintiff brings an Action a- 

ainſt one of the Captains“ of His Majeſty's 
avy, he inſtantly applies to the Navy- 
Board, and the Delinquent is immediately ſu- 
perſeded. Nothing is more cuſtomary, nor 
more reaſonable than this; for if the Delin- 
quent 15 not ſuperſeded, Juſtice could not take 
Place, nor the Offender be demeanable to the 


Law. 


It is much the ſame in the Army, If a common Sol- 
dier is accuſed of a Theft or a Robbery, the Proſecutor im- 
mediately applies to his Captain for the Diſcharge of the 
Offender, and it is readily granted. | ; 
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Law. For, my Lord, if be be at Sea, in His 
Majeſty's Service, the Plaintiff can not, come 
at him, to have Juſtice done him, and if he re- 
mains in Commiſſion, the Ship muſt be inactive, 
and may be thereby a great Detriment to the 
Publick: Wherefore, when ſuch an Affair, as 
this now before the Court, happens, the Te- 
linquent is 1 or rather ſuſpended, 
another Captain is appointed to the Command 
of the Delinquent's Ship; and thus, my . . 
every Evil, which otherwiſe,might accrue to So- 

ciety, from ſuch Events, are intirely prevented. 
And were is the Hardſhip, 'the Defendant is all 
this while on Halt-Pay, and when the Defen- 
dant has made Satisfaction in this Cauſe, or if 
he ſhould be acquitted, he may ſoon be put in 
Commiſſion again; for this Affair does not affect 


: j 


the Defendant's CharaRter as a Commander. 


_ . Croſs-Examined. 8 

Q. Did you know the Defendant before he 
was married? | Ways 

O Hara. I knew him ſome Years before. he 
was married. 2 . . 

Q. Do you know his Wife? 

„„ .* 0. 3 

LOR you know the Gentlewoman before 
the Defendant married her ? & 

O Hara. No: He married his Wife whilſt 
I was out at Sea; but I returned to London, be- 
fore the Honey-moon was over, and I went and 
pos my Compliments to the Defendant and his 

ady, who was then, I thought, one of the ptet- 
tieſt, handſomeſt, and beſt behaved young La- 
dies, I had ever ſeen, either in this, or any o- 
ther Flace I had travelled to. 

* 2 Pray 


6) 
2. Pray can you tell what Portion the De 
fendant had with this agreeable Lady, which 
he married? jak 4 
O Hara. Only by Hearſay 2 The Lady wag 
ſaid to have ſixteen Thquſand Pounds to her 
Portion ; two Thouſand Pounds in Ready Mo- 
ney down, and the Intereſt of Fourteen Thou= 
ſand Pounds, at Five per Cent. for the Defen- 
dant's Life, and for the Life of the Perſon the 
Defendant ſhall appoint his Succeſſor. 
D. You ſeem to be very particular, pray who 
was your Author. Oe” oi 5 
O Hara, The Defendant Captain Gambier, 


5 
OY 


Plaintiff*s Reply. 


Council for the Plaintiff. And now, Gentle- 
men of the Jury, we are come to the Conclu- 
ſion of this Affair; and I am glad to find, that 
my learned Brother here, is of the ſame O- 
pinion with me, and You, I hope, and all who 
have heard this Cauſe, that the Crime of A- 
_ dultery is a yay heinous Offence againſt So- 

ciety, and that the Party, found guilty, ought 
to be puniſhed ſeverely ; for thus he very can- 
didly argues, And were Offences of this Kind 
* to paſs unnoticed and unpuniſhed, it would 
te introduce univerſal Contuſion and Diſorder 
© ito the Commonwealth; no Man would be 
© fafe in the Poſſeſſion of that ineftimable Part 
* of his Property, which is the moſt dear to 
* him, the Love and Affection of his Wife.“ 
Thus far we are all agreed. But, my learned 
Brother here, ſeemed, at the Opening of the 
* | EE... 
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Defence, very angry with my charging his Client 


with Ingratitude and Breach of Truſt in corrup- 


ting and defiling the Plaintiff's Wife, yet, I 


will leave it with you, whether he has offered 
one Reaſon, through the whole Courſe of the 
Defence, in Extenuation of the Charge. 
We were given to expect, at the Outſet, great 
Things, in Behalf of the Defendant, bur. no- 
thing has turned out. They firſt call you one 
Roberts, and ask him the following Queſtion, 
Whether he heard the Defendant ſay to the 
Witneſs Mrs. Bentley, Well Betty, what is 
this you have ſworn about - your Miſtreſs and 
me? Now, what 1s all this to the Purpoſe ? 
Does it in the leaſt invalidate the 'Teſtimony of 
the Witneſs Bentley? And will not every Body 
think, that the Defendant's Witneſs Roberts 
might as well have ſtaid at Home, as have 
been employed in peeping and liſtening to hear 
Nothing. Then they call you another Witneſs, 
whoſe Name is Robinſon; and, in my Opi- 
nion, he might as well have ſtaid at Home, 
for the Service his Evidence has been of to 
the Defendant ; for he alſo neither heard nor 
ſaw any Thing to the Purpoſe : Indeed, he is 
ſomewhat more particular in his Relation than 
the Witneſs Roberts, bur then the importanc 
Circumitance, he has given us, is only a windy 


one, he ſays, that the Wind ſetting pretty 


briskly up the Stairs, it ſuddenly. blew the 
Door to, and haſped it; that hereupon our 
Witneſs Bentley was alarmed, grew uneaſy, ſaid 


there was Somebody in the next Room, that ſhe 


would ſtay no longer then, but went. out of the 
Houſe directly. Then they call you Cap- 
| + tain 


3 4 
tain O Hara, who is the moſt conſiſtent Evi- 
dence they ha ve produced; but of what Ser- 
vice he has been to the Defendant, I confeſs, 
I cannot perceive; but, I thank the Gentle- 
men, on the Part of the Defendant, for bring- 
ing him into Court, if he had been ſubpœnaed 
on the Side of the Plaintiff, and tutored too, as 
my learned Brother ſays, Elizabeth Bentley, 
he would inſinuate, was, his Teſtimony could 
not have better corroborated and ſupported the 
whole Evidence of our Witneſs Bentley, than it 
has done: And yet it does no where appear, 
that the honourable Captain O Hara ever {poke 
to our Witneſs Bentley, or ſo much as ſaw her 
bur once, before he ſaw her in this Court. He 
ſays, he ſaw her come tripping up Stairs; that 
the Defendant received her in an amorous Man- 
ner; and they ſeemed ſo loving, that I am ſure 
he might have had any Thing he would of her; 
he ſeems to imagine, that the Defendant might 
have lain with her. To what End this is ſaid, 
I cannot tell, and therefore I ſhall take no far- 
ther Notice of it, only obſerve, that the Cap- 
tain then thought our Witneſs Bentley a very 
agreeable, engaging young Woman. This 1 can 
aver, that ſhe is a very conſiſtent Witness, and, 
that her Evidence is full of Probability. She 
has fully proved, the main Point in Queſtion, 
ung. the Criminal Converſation between the 
Defendant Gambier, and her Miſtreſs, the Wiie 
of Admiral Knowles, The Evidence is very 
Clear, and, I hope, ſatistactory to you, Gentle 
men of the Jury; but to remove all Doubt, it 
it were poſſiole for you to have any, we have 
laid betore you divers of the Detendant's Let- 
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| ters, which corroborate every Part of Elizabeth 
Bentley's Evidence. Now theſe Letters have 
been proved to be the Hand-writing of the De- 
fendant Caprain Gambier, beyond all Manner of 
Diſpute, Ihe ptincipal Witneſs in this Cauſe; 
Mrs. Bentley ſwears, that ſhe. has ſeen the De- 
fendant write, though not his own Name; and 
The ſpeaks particularly, as to one of theſe Lets 
ters, that ſhe was in the Room with the De- 
fendant whilſt he wrote it, and that ſhe, by the 
Defire of the Defendant, carried the ſame Let- 
tet tom him to her Miſtreſs. The Hand-wri- 
ting of the Defendant is likewiſe proved by 
the Teſtimony of Captain O Hara, one of the 
Defendant's own Witneſſes. He being asked, 
whether he did believe the Letters ſhewn him, 
to be the Hand- writing of the Defendant ; he 
anſwered, I believe they are the Hand-writing 
of the Defendant Captain Gambier And then 
looking again at theſe Letters, theWitneſs add- 
ed, Upon my Honour they are the Hand-writing 
of Captain Gambier, Afterwards, being asked 
his Opinion as to the Letter marked No. 4. in 
relation to its Authenticity, he anſwered, This 
Letter marked No..4.. is the Hand- writing of 
the Defendant Captain Gambier, as well as the 
others. Now the Uſe that we produce theſe 
Letters for, is to corroborate two Parts of Eliza- 
beth Bentley's Evidence, firſt, the Circumſtance 
relating to the Beginning of the Criminal Con- 
-verſation between the accuſed Parties, on the 
twenty-third Day of April 1756, in Governor 
. 8 in Jamaica. The Letter takes 
Notice of this Occurrence, thus: I always re- 
member and commemorate that happy Day, the 
7 _ Twenty> 
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twenty-third of April, as my 
for we are married before G op, 
Day which compleated his and their mutual 
appineſs and Bliſs. The ſecond. Circumſtance, 
is, the Amours of the Defendant and the Lady 
Knowles, aboard the Defendant's own Ship, in 
the State-Cabbin, "Theſe agreeable Tranſacs 
tions, the Defendant thus mentions in theſe Let- 
ters: It gives me, ſays he, the greateſt Satiſ- 
faction, the Remembrance of tho 9 
and Endearments which paſſed between Us in 
the State-Cabbin, in our Voyage from Jamaica 
to London, Theſe Letters are therefore deli- 
vered [ Hert the Plaintiff*s Council gave thi 
Letters to the Foreman of the Fury] to You, 
Gentlemen; for your Peruſal and ſerious Con- 
fideration ; for as they have been proved to be 
the Hand- writing of the Defendant, they are 
now become Evidence in this Cauſe. Upon 
the whole, I think you muſt; I mean you will, 
ſee juſt Reaſon to find a Verdict for the Plain- 
riff; and in ſuch Caſe, the laſt Thing which 
falls under your Conſideration is, what 5 9 
ſhould be given in a Cauſe of this Nature; and 
here, in the firſt Place, you will conſider che 
Heinouſneſs of the Crime committed by the De- 
ſendlant; in the next Place, you will conſider 
the Stations, Characters, and Subſtance of the 
3 concerned. On the Side of the Defen- 
dant, they have induſtriouſſy endeavoured to, 
perſuade you, that the Defendant is very poor, 
and greatly in Debt; bur unluckily it comes 
bur trom the Mouth of one of their own Wit- 
neſſes, that the Defendant was now poſlefled .. 
of the Intereſt of Fourteen Thouſand Pounds 
Kee | a Year 


636 5 
a Year at 5 per Cent. which every one knows is 
a 1 Income of Seven Hundted Pounds; be- 
ſides which, the Defendant has Half-Pay, as a 
Non-commiſſioned Officer in his Majeſty's Na- 
vy; and, it my Inſtructions are true, though it 
has not been. given as Matter of Evidence, in 
this Cauſe, the Defendant Gambier is poſſelſed 
of a conſiderable perſonal Eſtate. But, Gen- 
tlemen, let it be ſuppoſed, that the Defendant 
is not worth a Farthing, does it therefore follow, 
that ſmall or inconſiderable Damages muſt be 
given ! No, ſurely, the Damages are to be e- 
ftimated according to the Heinouſneſs and Ob- 
liquity of the Offence committed. According- 

ly, in a Caſe tried in this Court, wherein a 

r was Defendant, when the Jury found 
a Verdict for the Plaintiff, with Damages to the 
Amount of Fire Thouſand Pounds; and in this 
Caſe, T cannot fee how you, Gentlemen, can 


find leſs Damages for the much injured Plain- 
riff Admiral Knowles. _ 


Then the Lord Chief ſuſtice delivered a very 
learned and ingenious Charge to the Fury, ſet- 
ting forth the Evidence bn. both Sides in a plain 
and diftinct Manner; He dwelt ſome Time on 
the Evidence ariſing from the Defendant's Let- 
ters, as they had been proved to be the Defen- 
dant's own Hand- writing, and ſhe wed how they 
correſponded with and corroborated the Evi- 
«dence of E/izabeth Bentley. Which lafted near 
Three Quarters of an Hour, 


After which the Jury withdrew for abour 
Twenty Minutes, and brought in 2 
or 
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for the Plaintiff, with One Thouſand Pounds ND 
Damages againſt the Defendant. 


The Court was much crowded all the Trial 5 
and the whole was not over till about a Quarter 


of an Hour after Twelve * on unday 
Morning, 
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